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The English phrase for, “welcome” follows German, “Wellkommen,” meaning it’s “good 

arrival.” Spanish and Portuguese are similar with, “Bienvenido” and “Bem vindo, and every 

other Latin language follows the pattern. But Hungarian is a little different. The 2 phrases for 

“welcome” in Hungarian, Isten hozzot,” or “Isten hozsta,” go back to the roots of a great spiritual 

revival in the nation. In that time of such faith, Hungarians believed that everyone, anyone they 

met was sent by God, or God sent you to them. For today’s believer, it’s still true for the person 

who walks by faith and wants to serve the Lord. If we are right with the Lord, everyone who 

comes to us, and everyone we go to is known as a divine appointment- ordered by God. We’re 

called to seek out for God from the nations of the world (Matthew 28:18). Those already in our 

lives He placed there. In Acts 11:19-26, unknown Jewish followers of Jesus seek out strange 

people to them, Greeks. For the Lord sent the Jews into the Gentiles’ city to tell them about 

Jesus. The Apostles sent Barnabus who encouraged them. He recruited Saul and they taught. The 

people saw these people who acted like Christ and called them “little Christs,” or Christians. As 

believers who arrived to Antioch spoke to their city (and metro area) about Jesus, we have the 

same responsibility to cross the line reach out, make relationships with everyone the Lord brings 

our way. We encourage. We recruit. We act like a bunch of little Christs, so that Christian is 

what they see. Let’s cross ethnic and social lines, encourage people, and recruit help to do God’s 

work.  God put us in the greater ABQ area among 850,000 people. Let’s reach out to them 

for Jesus. 

1. God put us in the greater ABQ area among 850,000 people. Let’s reach out to them for 

Jesus from obedience. 19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution 

that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and 
Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20 But there were some of 
them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the 
Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 

large number who believed turned to the Lord.”  The Bible left no names of the first 

missionary heroes. The early church didn’t obey the great commission (Matthew 28:18-20), so 

Acts 11 is the story of How God forced His people to take the gospel of Jesus to the world. 

When Christians in a nation are serious about missions it’s generally the case that those nations 

prospered. When believers haven’t obeyed the missions call, often by persecution *which may 

be coming) and poverty they’ve gone to other nations and often ended up telling that nation of 

Jesus. We must reach out in obedience, but whatever happens, God gets His gospel out. The 

command in the Great Commission is to ”make disciples,” not “go, therefore.” The literal 

meaning is, “As you are going, therefore, make disciples from all the nations…” Our opportunity 

is greatest today. Much of the world speaks our language or wants to learn it. “Without 

travelling, we can evangelize on the internet. Dana Robert, a missions scholar and author wrote, 

"The current situation is almost a total free-for-all," she said. "Somebody sitting at home with an 

Internet connection can virtually set up a mission."  To add to her words, even in the forbidden 

places of the Middle East! Believers in Antioch bullied from persecution, probably homeless, 

and surely humbled, gave what they had, the story of Jesus Christ in their lives. Verse 21 says 

that “The hand of the Lord” was with them. This is a loaded phrase with deep meaning across 

scripture. It means: humbleness (1 Peter 5:6), protection (Ezekiel 8:22-23), remembrance (Isaiah 

49:14-16, victory (Psalm 119:2), words from God, (Ezekiel 2:3), with Christ, being served by 

angels, authorities, and powers (1 Peter 3:22), untouchable (John 10:29), expanding, free from 



pain and harm, (1 Chronicles 4:10). Do we want comfort or the hand of God? We have an 

opportunity like Antioch, by God’s grace to reach out to those who were here before we arrived, 

through Navajo Mission and the Ben and Eunice Stoner. May the Hand of God be with us. 

2. God put us in the greater ABQ area among 850,000 people. Let’s reach out to them for 

Jesus, rejoicing in grace, with encouragement and full of the Holy Spirit and faith. 22 “The 

news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas 
off  to Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and 
began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; 24 for he 
was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers 

were brought to the Lord. “  The apostles weren’t ready to love Gentiles in such a way that 

they could make disciples. They sent the great “Son of Encouragement (Acts 4:36) who sold his 

land, had something good to say to everyone, stood by Saul when he had not a friend, and now 

he’s been given the Gentile mission. His first act was to rejoice at the grace of God. When we 

rejoice at grace, God’s favor to sinners, then we don’t focus on what’s different or in our eyes, 

wrong with others, but at how God forgives and blesses them. William Arthur Ward said, 

“Flatter me, and I may not believe you. Criticize me, and I may not like you. Ignore me, and I 

may not forgive you. Encourage me, and I will not forget you.” The greatest encouragement we 

can give is to remind each other keep the heart strong and true to the Lord. The bible says that 

one way people keep from sinning is by encouragement (Hebrews 3:13), and it is a reason to go 

to church (Hebrews 10:25). If Barnabus was full of the Holy Spirit and faith so must we be. First, 

being filled with the Spirit is a command to praise! Ephesians 5:18 is a fast track to Spirit filling. 

As people full of faith, we simply hear and do what is in scripture.  If we do our part, God has 

the ability to make “considerable numbers come to the Lord.” God sent us to ABQ and the world 

and ABQ and the world to us. Cross lines and encourage.  

3. God put us in the greater ABQ area among 850,000 people. Let’s reach out to them for 

Jesus, recruiting those with a desire to serve Jesus 25 “And he left for Tarsus to look for 

Saul; 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year 
they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first 

called Christians in Antioch.” Saul lacked no zeal, but was socially awkward. His presence 

provoked conflict and as his last church sent him away, home, it grew tremendously (Acts 9:31). 

Barnabus needed help, built a team, and though he had a hard time fitting in, called Saul. By 

encouragement, Barnabus helped him fit, letting him do what he loved; teach! We cross the 

ethnic lines, bring people who want to serve, give them a chance to do what they love for Jesus, 

and encourage them to smitherines! We’ll grow. When the people of Antioch saw what 

happened, they saw a group of people obsessed with a certain “Christ.” They learned about Him 

and saw that these people lived like Him. They had no better name to call them than, “little 

Christs, or Christians!” 

Albuquerque is ready for a move of the Holy Spirit. God will begin a work that reaches 

the most needy, just as Jesus did in the beginning of His ministry from Luke 4:18-19:
 18 “

The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 

he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
19 

To preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord.” Let’s do our part, and keep crossing the lines of race, financial 

status, personal habits, and looks that divide people. Let’s be crazy encouragers, full of the holy 

Spirit, full of faith. Let’s recruit people who want to serve God. Let’s teach. What do you think 

God’ll do if we do that? 

 



 


