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Acts 12 is about a cultural war on Christianity with casualties and POW’s. This chapter includes 

James’ death, Peter in prison, and Herod dead. Today’s western world, once based upon the Bible has 

changed and the war is on.  

This 4
th
 of July we celebrated our liberty that we have enjoyed for 238 years. Will it continue? 

Our nation and its laws may change the way some describe liberty. Originally, liberty was freedom to 

worship, do business without government interference, and stand up for our opinions without oppression.  

In Phoenix, Michael Salman was jailed for holding a home Bible study. Audrey Jarvis, student at Sonoma 

State was told to remove a necklace with a cross. Any business person knows minefields of tax and 

environmental laws, hiring practices, and discrimination laws. The IRS scandal is a gross abuse of 

government power, targeting conservative and Christian organizations that applied for tax exempt status. 

Instead of the freedoms we once took for granted, many consider freedom the right to sin openly and 

boldly. Will it get better or worse? Will holding biblical opinions get us put in jail, or worse?  The Bible 

tells us how to make it better, but doesn’t guarantee that it will in short time.  

 

Be ready for what may come and learn what do if it does. 

 

1. Be ready for casualties, yes death. 1. “About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some 

who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword,”  

James was a casualty of Herod Agrippa. Next to the Caesar family, Herods were the most 

famous and infamous murderous families of the first century AD and BC. Rome made them kings over 

Jewish people. Agrippa’s grandfather, Herod the great was a fanatic builder and paranoid serial killer. 

Wanting to be accepted by Jews, he refused pork. Paranoid, he killed one of his wives and 2 sons; one of 

which, Aristobulus IV, was Agrippa’s father. Augustus said that it was better to be Herod’s pig than his 

son. Herod slaughtered the babies in the region of Bethlehem when Jesus was born. Pilate sent Jesus to 

visit his son Herod Antipas (Agrippa’s uncle) who murdered John the Baptist. Agrippa got himself into 

great debt several times, and served prison time for a remark against Tiberius but befriended several 

wealthy people and got favor from Caligula and Claudius to not only get out of debt but be named and 

remain a king. When Caligula pardoned him, he gave him a gold chain the weight of his prison chains and 

made him king over the Jewish lands of Judea and Galilee, Perea to the south, and Trachonitus and 

Batanea to the Northeast. Part of his political ambition was to please unruly Jews. When Christianity 

grew and Jews opposed it, killing James was Herod’s way of getting more of their approval. Are we 

hungry for God’s approval? Herod spent a life schmoozing kings and subjects to have a smooth earthly 

life. Are we doing such for God with our eternal life in mind?  

To this day, Christian history lists him as a bad guy and the Jewish encyclopedia and other Jewish 

sources treat him favorably.  

James was Zebedee the fisherman’s son, who rose up and followed Jesus while mending nets 

(Mark 1:19-20). He and his brother John had a problem with pride for which Jesus said he’d drink the cup 

of death in his case that Jesus drank and suffering in John’s case (Mark 10:37-39). He and his brother also 

had anger issues for which Jesus called them, “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17, Luke 9:51). He is one of the 

3 Jesus chose to go with him to the mountain of transfiguration  (Matthew 17:1-13). 

James’ death has things for us to learn from.  
1. His death in Jerusalem could have been avoided if he’d gone to Antioch,  

2. went to the nations,  

3. or when the persecution began, followed the Lord’s teaching, to flee from a persecution city elsewhere 

(Matthew 10:23). But God determines the day and way of death for each.  

  

2. Be ready for causalties, yes, prison. 3. “and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he 

proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had 

seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending 



after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for 

him was made to God by the church.  
Peter became a POW. When society turns against what we believe, our first response isn’t “like” 

the opposite opinion, write to a congressman, or protest, but pray.  

1 Timothy 2:1-5 says that we must make prayer for a just society a priority so that many get saved.  

1. First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 

people, 
2 
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 

and dignified in every way. 
3 
This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 

4 
who 

desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
5 
For there is one God, and 

there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,” 

Billy Graham and others who spent a life serving God, said they’d have prayed more if they had 

to do it again. I’m sure Paul who wrote this passage to Timothy prayed, yet he had his head cut off. 

Timothy surely had the churches of Asia pray after Paul’s priority instruction, but he and many other 

leaders of churches died as martyrs there. But what happened? After generations, their influence formed 

what became Western civilization; a culture infected and formed by the Bible and Christianity known 

as the Judeo Christian heritage. Great, prosperous, and free nations rose and used their freedom and 

prosperity to send missionaries to the ends of the earth. Over a billion today know the good news, have 

schools, hospitals, orphanages, and churches because of them. But millions are persecuted.  

When the dogs of persecution are let out, don’t expect an easy time for believers. God answered 

prayer for Peter by immediate deliverance, yet let James die. F.F. Bruce wrote, “Why James should die 

and Peter should escape is a mystery of divine providence.” But Peter eventually died for his faith. Paul: 

dead. All others except John: Martyrs death. So let’s let the dogs of prayer and missions out! 

But look what prayer did over the short and long run. No prayer is in vain. The only wasted 

prayer is that which isn’t prayed. When Peter got out, he mentioned another James, probably James the 

Just, brother of Jesus, author of the NT James. Another James was the son of Alphaeus, also known as 

James the Less, one of the 12. Peter left, not to be found. They started getting it! Persecution is not a good 

thing, but to flee from and pray against it. God loves our prayers. Let’s spend more time praying and 

especially for things He wants us to pray for.  

  

3. Be ready for causalties among those who oppose God. 21 “On an appointed day Herod put 

on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22 And the people 

were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck 

him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last.”  
When God says, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay” (Romans 12:19) for the repentant it will be at 

the cross, for the unrepentant, in judgment; both here and now and for eternity. Herod became a casualty. 

God reckons with those who hurt His people. Jesus attacked the bully Saul, threw him to the ground and 

blinded him, but Saul repented and God showed him mercy. But Herod, knew who God is. He once 

risked his life before the mad Caligula, the emperor who bragged that he was a god and demanded that all 

subjects of Rome worship him. Herod convinced Caligula not to put his image in the Jewish temple.He 

resisted Caligula being presented as a god, but when the people called Herod a god, he was obligated 

to state clearly he was mere mortal, not accept worship. In Jesus’ attack upon Herod Agrippa, the Lord 

made sure that he died the horrible death of his grandfather, a gangrene of the bowels where maggots 

feast on rotting intestine and stomach and sphincter muscles. This is historically recorded by Josephus.  

But for James, and those who know God, death is a promotion even though the ones left behind 

may miss them terribly. Joao da Boa Morte in Brazil longed for his death but till it would come, gave his 

life to prayer. But for those who are not on God’s side of the spiritual war, not only their death but life 

after death becomes the worst of nightmares. God takes rulers seriously and most of them have a 

serious rebellion problem against God according to Psalm 2. God’s answer to their rebellion is for 

them to have to “kiss the Son.” Like all of us, they must come to Jesus. But being rulers, their rejection 

of God will have devastating consequences. Herod is one of many world rulers that God destroyed. 

According to historian Josephus, he saw an owl over his head when he had served time in prison, 



according to an oracle it meant he’d be released, but if he saw another, he’d die in 5 days. At the stadium 

when he stood before the crowd that called him a god, an owl perched above Herod’s head. Though 

Herod was an evil king his power was very limited. Yet a king is coming who will finally succeed in 

ruling the whole world, being worshipped, and killing Christians. Does 666 ring a bell? Jesus will 

personally return and massacre his armies and throw the beast into the Lake of Fire. 

 When a Christian is a POW or casualty, it is part of God’s pre set purpose for his or her life.  

Revelation 13:10, “If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain 

with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of 

the saints.”  
Herod’s hatred of Christians was probably more political than spiritual-- hurt Christians to please 

Jews. His agenda was to do what the Jewish majority wanted, and hating and hurting Christians was just 

that; but if we take into account Revelation 13:10, God determined it all. God’s agenda was to fill heaven 

and he used nasty people (as He always has) as part of His purpose. Today, hate for Christianity comes 

out in our stand for the unborn and one woman one man marriage. The media, the entertainment 

industry, and some bureaucrats and politicians work hard for a non biblical agenda. If it will get better for 

our western nations, we don’t know. But we know it will someday get really bad for the whole world. But 

God is really good. Our future isn’t in this life, so if we live, we live for God. If they kill us, they can’t 

really kill us, for we have Jesus to give us eternal life. If we live, Jesus is with us, if we die we’re with 

Jesus.  

A stone carver was chipping away carefully but forcefully on a piece of stone. A business man 

who lost his job walked past the construction site. He asked the stone carver, “Why are you chipping 

away at that stone?” The carver pointed up to the steeple of a church, “Look up sir. See that spot in the 

steeple? I’m preparing it for its place up there.” The man saw that his life was being chipped at also, God 

preparing him for his place up there.     

      

 

 


