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In Acts 10, Peter has a vision of gross foods to a Jew. God said, “…eat!” Peter said, “By no means…”  

But the foods represented people his race thought disgusting, or “common” which meant “unholy” and 

disgusting to a first century Jew. The scene then goes to the home of Cornelius, a Roman Centurion (the 

3
rd

 of 3 faithful ones). His giving to God was a monument in heaven. After the vision, Peter went to the 

“common” man and preached the gospel to his home, though Peter made it clear he wouldn’t have come 

on his own. Cornelius was saved, the Spirit fell. In Acts 11 he retold the story of His vision and visit as 

God told Him, “call no person common.” The rest of his Christian people had the same problem. When 

God changes our point of view it isn’t just for us, others need to see it too. Peter obeyed, but rather than 

convert his friends to God’s view, he almost apologized for obeying God. Even though others may not 

be interested, because God makes anyone clean, because we must move in God’s way, “Call no 

person uncommon.” 
 

1. Call no person common even though others may not be interested in them.   

1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 

saying, 3“You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to 

them in order: 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a 

great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 

Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I 

heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8  But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 

common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.”  Jews in the ancient world were productive, 

established, had good families, and kept themselves from messy people. They came from good families 

and the circle was tight. Jesus even made their good thing better. However, they judged who the church 

should reach out to based upon Jewish hygiene (circumcision) rather than the world’s need for Jesus. 

Jewish believers thought of themselves as favored by God, rightfully from Deuteronomy 7:6, “For you 

are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his 

treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”  But they erred thinking 

they were chosen and favored to be exclusive, rather than attractive. God’s church is not a gated 

community saying, “Keep Out” but rather a privileged community going out to bring others in. They were 

strong on holiness and weak on reaching out. They didn’t catch the plans and purposes of God from 

Isaiah 49:6, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to 

bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, (gentiles, pagans) that my 

salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” How do see our faith? Are we an old style ghetto like the 

Jewish quarter of Warsaw before WWII? Jews separated themselves into their own city within a city. It 

was thriving, prosperous, but separated from the majority in the rest of the Warsaw. They were easy to 

round up and exterminate. Are we inside our wall, not ready to show the world Whom we love and serve? 

The responsibility is great. We must be different, godly, holy in the midst of them as Diognetus’ epistle 

spoke of believers in 130 ad. Our missionaries Marcio and Damaris Garcia do this. They go to the 

forgotten people of Brazil, in island fishing communities with no schools, medical facilities, electricity, 

nor sanitation, and cheated in the markets. They brought the gospel, but also doctors and built clinics, 

teachers and built schools, and brought the lack of infrastructure to attention of state governments, and 

one generation later they are healthy, educated, hygienic, learned how to negotiate their produce, and send 

their own missionaries! 
 

2. Call no person common for God can make anyone or anything clean. 

9 “But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call 

common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11 And behold, at 

that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 And 



the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and 

we entered the man's house.” Clean and unclean, holy and unholy was drummed into the mind of Jews. 

God would have to shake them up to get the message across. First it was Peter, telling God Himself, “By 

no means, Lord…” To get not only Peter’s but the apostles’ and the “Party of the circumcision” to pay 

attention, Peter’s vision included dramatic Hebrew symbols, a sign of God speaking in turbulent times of 

upheaval and change. When God assured His people that all will be well He used a special code language 

in visions that included numbers, colors, objects, animals, and actions. Unless otherwise mentioned, a 

sheet would be white (pure), coming down from heaven (of God), 4 corners (4 is the whole earth), eating 

unclean animals (outside of Judaism), God cleansing (miraculous), 2
nd

 time (witness), 3x (from God, a 

done deal). This was God’s thing, not Peter’s. Because it was God’s it should have become Peter’s 

priority. Peter, rather than boldly saying, “This is what we must do!”, seemed to be more interested in 

justifying out of the box behavior. It shouldn’t have taken this. Jesus commanded, “Make disciples of all 

the nations…” after He rose from the dead. But the hard headed opinion of the apostles revealed itself. 

God is the great cleanser of souls, “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son, cleanses us from all sin” He 

cleanses the dirtiest. Sadly, Jews forgot their dirty heritage, their father incestuous, their lawgiver a 

murderer, their greatest king a murderer and adulterer, all polygamous, cleansed by God to a chosen holy 

people. He is still cleansing the vilest offender to populate heaven with the seediest of men, and hell will 

not lack some of the most respectable. In the Old Testament, the common and unclean (if acceptable) was 

sprinkled with blood for temporary service to God in a tabernacle/temple. It’s not changed in the New 

Covenant, but the blood of Jesus is better, eternal, and takes the temple to the world.  
 

3. Call no person common, but rather than not, “stand in God’s way” move in God’s way. 

13 And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring 

Simon who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all 

your household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 

16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we 

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard 

these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted 

repentance that leads to life.” Peter’s audience, leadership of Christianity was prejudice. To silence them 

and finally, to glorify God, the Holy Spirit, ultimate sign of God’s favor convinced them God saves and 

makes anyone clean and holy from any race. One thing that softened prejudice among believers in 

depression era south was the Spirit’s power in Pentecostal black preachers praying for poor sick white 

people who couldn’t afford a doctor. Many were healed. Luke, author of Acts, now old, wrote to 

Theophilus about the early days of the church. It was in its second generation and majority Gentile. If any 

Jewish believers made such a claim, Greeks and Romans didn’t hijack Christianity, the Holy Spirit 

determined it to be so. It’s about the favor of God upon Gentiles to where they are baptized in the Holy 

Spirit, a Jewish experience originally reserved for prophets, priests, and kings. On Pentecost the Spirit 

became available for everyday people, young and old, sons and daughters, slaves, but in their minds, only 

Jewish everyday people. The brothers forgave Peter, but no one encouraged Him, nor Peter they, “Let’s 

get this Gentile ministry moving forward!” A great truth from verse 18: Repentance, a changed mind, is a 

gift that God gives, not human effort. As a gift, to one who desires, asks, and receives, God gives. When 

God says, “Repent” He means take my gift, it’s better! 

 The author, Luke’s next stop from Caesarea for his audience, Theophilus is to Antioch, Syria. for 

the rest of the book of Acts, it’s about the reach of God to the nations. The outline is 1:8 and Cornelius’ 

home was part of the journey into “the ends of the earth.” Chapter 11:19-26 was God’s next step. When 

He saved Gentiles in Antioch, the good ol’ boys of Jerusalem, didn’t go, they sent someone else. Next: 

The Church Transforms from Jews who Believe in Jesus to Christians. Things have never been the 

same. 


